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shined. 


For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given: and his name 
shall be called wonderful, Counsellor, The mighty God, The everlasting 
Father, The Prince of Peace. 


Of the increase of his government and peace there shall be no end, 
upon the throne of David, and upon his kingdom, to order it, and to 
establish it with judgment and with justice from henceforth even for 


ever. 


Isaiah 9:2, 6-7a. 





| The people that walked in darkness have seen a great light: they 
that dwell in the land of the shadow of death, upon them hath the light 
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Again It Is Christmas 


Again it is Christmas with its sparkling 
warmth, its scintillating beauty, and all those 
gracious influences and generous impulses 


which help make the Anniversary of our Lord’s 
Birth a time of joyous expectancy and enriching 
fellowship. Somehow at Christmas, the follow- 
ers of Christ reflect a bit more of the loveliness 
of their Lord; and oftentimes it seems that tem- 
porarily something of His goodness rubs off 
on mankind at large enabling us to catch a 
fleeting glimpse of what this world could be 
like if it were universally populated with “new 
men in Christ.” 


At this season as we enjoy Christmas with 
all of its heart-warming delights and its cheer- 
bringing stimuli, let us be careful to remember 
that the focal point of it all is Christ. Without 
Him there is no soul-lifting music, no life-chang- 
ing message, no hope of heaven, no reason for 
living, no comfort in dying, no victory over self 
and sin, no triumph over passions that defile and 
lusts that destroy, no “good tidings of great 
joy.” Where the News of the Saviour has not 
gone, there prevail conditions of human hope- 
lessness, helplessness, frustration and desolation. 
Many of the blessings we in Christian lands take 
so much for granted, are commensurate with 
the spread of the Gospel. Even those whose 
hearts are not committed to Christ are bene- 
fited much beyond their realization by the Chris- 
tian faith. Our greatness as a nation and our 
blessedness as individuals, is contingent upon 
the lifting power of that Holy One whose Ad- 
vent into the world we celebrate. 


Sensing something of the significance of our 
heritage in Christ, let us on this Anniversary 
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of His Birth, determine to deepen our devotion 
to Him whose coming has brought the Light 
of Salvation to our own hearts, and purpose 
by the beauty of our lives and the stewardship 
of our possessions to diffuse the fragrance of 
His redeeming grace in our own community 
and throughout the world. To us is given the 
glorious responsibility of proclaiming to sin- 
shackled men the angelic message of liberation: 
“Fear not: for behold . . . unto you is born this 
day . . . a Saviour who is Christ the Lord.” 
(Luke 2:10,11). GS. 





Christmas Is the Calendar 

of Eternity 
The glitter 
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But, even properly evaluating the significance 
of our Lord’s birth, all of us are prone to view 
it out of perspective and forget that it was but 
ene of a number of events having to do with 
the Lord of Glory. 


Back in the councils of eternity Christ, the 
Eternal Son of God, had His being: “Jn the 
beginning was the Word, and the Word was 
with God, and the Word was God. The same 
was in the beginning with God.” Explain it? 
Ot course we cannot explain it, because the 
finite cannot grasp the infinite and that which 
is temporal can but dimly grasp that which is 
eternal. 


In the plan of Ged, Ieng before the world 
began, Christ was ordained to redeem sinful 
man: “Who hath saved us, and called us with 


an holy calling, not according to our works, but 


according to his own purpose and grace, which 
was given us in Christ Jesus before the world 
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becan.” Again, how can the human mind grasp 
such a love and such a provision for lost sinners, 
yet unborn? 


then, when in Ged’s time, this same Jesus cre- 
ated the world: “All things were made by him; 
and without him was not anything made that 
was made.” ... “By him were all things created, 
that are in heaven, and that are in earth, visible 
and invisible, whether they be thrones, or do- 
minions, or principalities, or powers: all things 
were created by him, and for him: and he is 
before all things, and by him all things consist.” 
When we read in Genesis 1:1 : “Jn the beginning 
God created the heaven and the earth’, we can, 
with equal assurance read that it was the Lord 
Jesus Christ to Whom was committed this act 
of creation. 


And now, at the Christmas season, we joy- 
fully remember the coming of the Christ Child, 
to redeem His Own lost creation. Little wonder 
that there were supernatural manifestations ol 
this event. Little wonder that the angelic host 
sang “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth 
peace, good will toward men’, for the One Who 
was conceived supernaturally and born under 
the lowliest of circumstances was the Redeemer 
of mankind: “And thou shalt call his name 
JESUS: for he shall save his people from thei 
sins. 


Standing at the very center of God's calendar 
is the greatest event of the ages, Christ’s death 
on the cross of Calvary. All history converges 
on the death of the Son of God for the redemp- 
tion of the world. Before it man’s hopes looked 
forward to this supreme sacrifice. Since that 
time man looks back on this finished and com- 
plete work cf love: “Jn whom we have redemp- 
tion through his blood, even the forgiveness of 
sins: having made peace through the blood of 
his cross, by him to reconcile all things unto 
himself; by him, I say, whether they be things 
in earth, or thines in heaven. And you, that 
were sometimes alienated and enemies in you 
mind by wicked works, yet now hath he recon- 
ciled in the body of his flesh through death, to 
present you holy and unblameable and unre- 
provable in his sight.” 


But, the end is not yet. In the calendar of 
eternity there is yet a great world-shaking event, 
the final denouement of the ages: ‘For the 
Lord himself shall descend from heaven with 
a shout, with the voice of the archangel, with 








the trump of God: and the dead in Christ shall 
rise first.” 


How strange it is that so many of God's saints 
think little and say less about the return of 
Christ. That men have gone off into extremes 
on this doctrine is no excuse. That it runs 
directly counter to pagan intellectualism and 
modern humanism is even less excuse for the 
Christian to ignore this great truth. 


Christ said He was coming back.” J will come 
again and recewve you unto myself.” . . . “Never- 
theless 1 say unto you, Hereafter shall ye see 
the Son of Man sitting on the right hand of 
power, and coming in the clouds of Heaven.” 


The two supernatural witnesses at the Ascen- 
sion said He would return: “Ye men of Galilee, 
why stand ye gazing up into heaven? this same 
Jesus, which is taken up from you into heaven, 
shall so come in like manner as ye have seen 
him go into heaven.” 


& 


The Holy Spirit. through his apostles, affirmed 
this great truth: “And wait for his Son from 
heaven, whem he raised from the dead, even 
Jesus” . “To you who are troubled rest with 
us, when the Lord Jesus shall be revealed from 
heaven with his mighty angels, in flaming fire 
taking vengeance on them that know not God, 
and that obey not the gospel of our Lord Jesus 
Christ” “But the day of the Lord shall 
come as a thief in the night; in the which the 
heavens shall pass away with a great noise, and 
the elements shall melt with fervent heat, the 
earth also and the works that are therein shall 
be burned up.” 


But God’s calendar does not stop here. Jesus 
proclaimed His future work of judgment: “When 
the Son of man shall come in his glory, and 
all the holy angels with Him, then shall he sit 
ubon the throne of his glory: and before him 
shall be gathered all nations: and he shall sep- 
arate them cne from another” “We shall 
all stand before the judgment seat of Christ.” 


God's calendar, as we -view it, will end when 
time is merged with eternity: “And J saw a new 
heaven and a new earth: for the first heaven 
and the jirst earth were passed away; and there 
was no more sea. And I John saw the holy city, 
new Jerusalem, coming down from God out of 
heaven, prepared as a bride adorned for her 
husband. And | heard a great voice out of 
heaven saying, Behold, the tabernacle of God 
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ws with men, and he will dwell with them, and 
they shall be his people, and God himself shall 
be with them, and be their God.” ... “I Jesus 
have sent mine angel to testify unto you these 
things in the churches.” 


As we look back and rejoice over the birth of 
our Savior, Lord and Redeemer, let us with 
equal joy and assurance look forward to His 
coming again: “Surely I come quickly. Amen. 
Even so, come Lord Jesus.” L.N.B. 





The Third Force 


An honest and realistic look at the world 
situation offers no grounds for optimism. Within 
great areas there is seething unrest, in some the 
result of man’s folly; in others the direct product 
of cunningly planted subversives whose objec- 
tives thrive on class, racial and religious hatreds. 


To the non-Christian there are two ap- 
proaches: appeasement and resistance by force. 


To the Christian there is a third force, always 
available but so often forgotten—the power ol 
prayer. 


We should repudiate with everything we have 
any recourse to appeasement. The devil makes 
some of his greatest gains when men try to tem- 
porize with him and secure peace, safety and 
security through compremise. 


Resistance by force may be a necessity, but 
it should always be a last resort. Sentimental 
pacifism seems often lacking in any sense of 
Christian realism. Just as mankind requires law 
enforcement agencies and individuals at the 
local and national levels to maintain order 
through the restraint of the lawless, so also, in 
the present state cf the world, national arma- 
ments, with armies and navies and air forces, 
are necessary to restrain international gangsters. 


But, appeasement means defeat and war often 
brings little but temporary relief and with it 
death, mangled bodies and material loss. 


Why not give this third force the trial it so 
richly deserves? 


Why not enlist Christians everywhere to pray, 
not for peace but for righteousness. So many 
prayers for peace are utterly selfish—that we 
may have a peaceful atmosphere in which to go 
our own sinful ways in defiance of God and His 
holy laws. 


We believe God turns deaf ears to many 
prayers for peace because He knows how wrong 
they are. It is like praying for health when 
God has permitted us to be sick that we might 
realize our need of His redemptive work. 


What should the prayer of the Christian be? 
What prayer can be answered by God at a time 
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like this? Should we not pray first of all, asking 
God to forgive cur sins against Him, as 
individuals and as a nation? Should we not 
humble curselves before the High and Holy 
One into Whose presence no man can come 
except in the Name of Christ, His Son? Should 
we not pray that God will give us the grace and 
strength to turn from our wicked ways - ways 
which are emblazoned in every newspaper and 
magazine across the land and from our books, 
magazines, radios and TV screens? Should we 
not cry out that God would, through His Eternal 
Son, give us the victory over sin and lead us in 
the paths of righteousness for His Name's sake? 


The third force open to all of us is the power 
whereby men and nations are changed. It is an 
avenue of Christian service open to all - the 
active and strong, the sick and the afflicted, 
the rich and the poor. It is the way into the 
Holy of Holies, into the Presence of the One 
from Whom the healing of the nations must 
come. 


The time to start is now. 


Let us covenant to make the coming year one 
in which God's people pray - that righteous- 
ness may cover the earth through the power ol 
the Righteous One - the Christ of Calvary. 


“Let my prayer be set forth before thee as 
mcense; and the lifting up of my hands as the 
evening sacrifice.” L.N.B. 





God of Our Fathers Be the God 
of Their Succeeding Race! 


The other day this great hymn was sung at 
evening worship in Magdalene College, Cam- 
bridge. The services in the old chapel were also 
marked by responsive reading of several psalms 
and Lukean responses as well as an Old and a 
New Testament lesson. The latter had in it the 
sentence, Blessed are the dead who die in the 
Lord. Their works do follow them. Together 
we recited the Apestles’ Creed. The readers of 
the Journal will parden a personal note. The 
contributing editor was present at that particu- 
lar Chapel service largely because of sentiment. 
Some three centuries and a quarter ago, an an- 
cestor had shared in the work of that College. 
Next the Chapel, were the rooms he had used. 
But the significant thing was that after three 
centuries one of his succeeding race was wor- 
shipping the same gracious Ged and Father of 
our Lord Jesus Christ that he had worshipped 
there. The Christian faith is true; the Christian 
worship it calls forth is accepted in the Name of 
the Redeemer; the Christian witness and service 
to which it summons is underwritten by the 
promise of a harvest here and hereafter. For 
the Lord is good, His mercy is everlasting, and 
His truth endureth to all generations. W.C.R. 
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That I May Dwell in 
the House of the Lord 


(his was the ene thing the Psalmist desired. 
Events sometimes lead us to re-think what the 
attendance upon the Church means. For one 
thing, I want to be in the house of the Lord 
to assure myself that I am a member of the 
family of God, that God is my Father and | 
am His forgiven child. If someone is asking, 
cannot this assurance come in hours of private 
prayer and meditation with the Word, I am not 
denying his contention. The Spirit bears wit- 
ness with our spirits. But God has given us 
His Church as a fellowship of His people, and 
there blessings that come from private assur- 
ances are sealed and confirmed. 


Again, one likes to be in the house of the 
Lord to receive the appeal to own Christ as 
Saviour and serve Him as Lord. This is not 
to deny that the risen, living Christ meets us 
in prayer and claims our obedience. But the 
outward Church is the place where His Lord- 
ship is recognized. Accordingly, our sense of 
gratitude that He has counted us faithful put- 
ting us into His service is strengthened when 
we come to the house of the Lord. There Christ 
speaks, “Son, thy sins be forgiven thee”; and 
asks, “Whom shall I send and who will go for 
us?” There we are called, with our brethren, 
to the assurance that our sins are forgiven for 
His name’s sake, and to the answer of obedience, 
“Here am | send me.” 


Moreover, the worshipping congregation is a 
witness to God Who has come to us in His 
saving mercy in Christ, and gathered us about 
the Good Shepherd by the witnessing Spirit. 
\ccordingly, it invites us to be His witnesses. 
Our Lord promised that the Spirit should take 
of the things of Christ and show them to us; 
so that the Spirit bears witness and the disciples 
likewise bear witness. By our very presence at 
the services of worship we bear witness before 
the community of our faith in and devotion to 
our gracious God; as we worship God, from 
time to time, as He calls us to bear the witness 
of the Christian Church to His grace in par- 
ticular ways, such as preaching, teaching, sing- 
ing, serving, living. The witnessing of these 
gowned students at the Billy Graham Mission 
in Cambridge is a marvel to behold. This is 
the Lord’s doing. 


Now that the House of God may bring these 
and other blessings to our hearts and homes, 
God gathers us about Himself by means of 
His Word. I have been impressed by the amount 
of Scripture used in the Church of England— 
at both morning and evening prayers. (And 
in the Church of England prayers are held every 
Sunday evening whatever may or may not be 
done by many of the congregations most closely 
related thereto in the United States). There 
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is an Old Testament and a New Testament 
lesson; the chanting or saying of about two 
psalms, the use of the Magnificat, the Nunc 
Dimittis, and the Lord’s Prayer in both its 
Matthean and its Lukean forms. In our older 
Directory of Worship, it was stated that the 
reading ought ordinarily to be a chapter of 
yi cage and of course, the singing was tor 

1 long time the rendering of the psalms. Now 
we are not trying to bring back the exclusive 
use of the psalms; we are asking whether our 
average American service has enough of the 
Word of God in it. Another thing that keeps 
the service in the Biblical world and life view 
is the use of the Apostles’ Creed—that fine 
summary of the whole Bible. On both sides of 
the Atlantic preaching is becoming more what 
God intended it to be: the exposition of His 
Word. 


Then, the service cf the sanctuary is praise. 
It brings us in humility belore God, our blessed 
benefactor, our Saviour and King. It humbles 
our pride, it brings confession, it blesses with 
assurance of forgiveness, it lifts our hearts in 
praise to our Creator, Redeemer and Friend. 
Bless the Lord, Oh my soul, and forget not 
all His benefits. Blessed be the God and Father 
of our Lord Jesus Christ Who has blessed us 
with all spiritual blessings in the heavenlies in 
Christ Jesus. W.CLR. 





Christmas Gladness For 
The World’s Sadness 


As we revel once again in the warm joy of 
this glorious Christmas season, our hearts are 
filled with a deep sense of gratitude to the 
One whose coming gives us reason for rejoicing, 
whose matchless mercies have surrounded us, and 
whose sovereign grace has brought us into the 
privileged fellowship of the redeemed. 


This season may not find all members of 
the world-wide Christian family equally-well 
positioned with respect to the external comforts 
and privileges of life. Our hearts go out in 
compassionate concern and our prayers ascend 
to the throne of grace for those fellow-believers 
whose lines have not fallen in pleasant places, 
and whose earthly pilgrimage is through terri- 
tory that is rugged and hostile. We think of 
those whose homes have been demolished 
through the cruel ravages of modern warfare, 
whose family circles have been tragically robbed 
of loved ones, whose physical sustenance is hard- 
ly sufficient to maintain existence. We think 
of others who suffer indescribable miseries in 
the agonizing loneliness, the hopeless desola- 
tion of concentration camps; others whose free- 
dom to worship the Blessed Redeemer is in- 
hibited by those hostile to the true Christian 
message; still others whose bodies are maimed 
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through injury or blighted by disease. These, 
along with many others who record the closing 
year’s inventory in terms of loss of health, loss 
of homes, loss of loved ones, loss of possession s, 
and loss of freedom, cannot anticipate this sea- 
son with that kind of merriment which is so 
dependent upon external conditions, but they 
can indeed share in the true heaven-heralded 
joy of the Nativity if they have enthroned the 
Christ of the Crib in their hearts as “Emmanuel 
—God with us.” 


This Spirit-given experience is that which lifts 
life high above the dark and troubled waters 
of earth, and places it on the high plateau ol 
heavenly privilege, enabling its possessor to sing 
with the angelic choir: “Glory to God in the 
Highest,” and to affirm with the Virgin Mother: 
“My soul doth magnify the Lord, and my spirit 
hath rejoiced in God my Saviour.”” (Luke 1:46) 


It is our most profound Christian hope that 
multitudes more of the teeming masses of this 
chaotic world may become personal partakers 
of this Christ-brought redemption which alone 
gives mission and meaning to life and banishes 
the fear of death. For this purpose God sent 
His Son into the world; for this cause Christ 
came—that the sons of men might become sons 
of God through faith in His Name. 


At this Christmas season let us unitedly pro- 
claim, with all the Spirit-endowed enthusiasm 
of that first Nativity choir, to a fearful, frus- 
trated and forlorn world, the hope-laden mes- 
sage: “Fear not, for behold, I bring you good 
tidings of great joy which shall be to all people; 
for unto you is born this day in the City of 
David, a Saviour, which is Christ, the Lord.” 
(Luke 2:10-11). 


George Scotchmer, Pastor 
First Presbyterian Church 
Galveston, Texas 





Thoughts From Psalm 119 


Seventeenth Division : PE : Verses 129-136 
Key-verse 130 : “The entrance of thy words 
giveth light.” 


We get part of our light from the stars, but 
that light is dim and distant. 


We get part from the Moon, but it is reflected 
and variable. 


We get most of our light from the Sun which 
shines every day in the sky. 


So it is in Spiritual matters : We get some 
little light from Reason, but the theories and 
philcsophies of men are a “Groping in the dark,” 
a “feeling after Him, if haply, we might find 
Him.” We get some light from Nature, for 
the heavens declare His glory, and the earth 
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and their bodies, being still united to Christ, bGoknwiitn: #;+i~ 7 
do rest in their graves until the Resurrection. Opening Doors 1.50 
It would be hard to improve on this summary teh “ 
of Bible teaching. At the resurrection, believ- Christianity and Existentiali 3.00 
ers, being raised up in glory, shall be openly By J. M. Spier ecatie’ 3 : 
acknowledged, and acquitted in the day of 
judgment, and made perfectly blessed in the Order From 


‘ull enjoying of God to all eternity. “I know,” THE SOUTHERN 


said Paul, and we, too, can know many won- 


derful facts about the Future, and our hearts PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 
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DECEMBER 21. 1955 


LETTERS 


This time it is a letter written to one who 
is unknown to the writer - neither name nor 
address - but sent to the Journal to properly 
forward it. 


Memphis, Tenn., Dec. 2, 1955 
Dear “Druggist With a Vision” — 


Not knowing your name I must address you 
thus, but I have just read the editorial in the 
Nov. 30th issue of Southern Presbyterian Jour- 
nal regarding your stand on present day maga- 
zines, and I want to commend you most heartily 
on the stand you have taken; and I am praying 
that our Heavenly Father will more than make 
up to you any loss of business you may sustain. 
Ephesians 3:20 is still true. I wish I lived near 
your store; you would surely get my drug busi- 
ness. May your business grow and grow and 
grow. 


Sincerely, 


Mrs. Henry Lake. 


Readers may recall the circular letter repro- 
duced in the editorial referred to, written by 
an Asheville druggist to his customers announc- 
ing he was discontinuing his magazine and 
“comics” rack because of the indecent pictures 
and stories saturating their pages, constituting 
a vicious influence upon both old and young 
readers. He was willing to accept the loss in 
trade which such action involved, in order that 
he might have a clear conscience in what he 
was selling. 


The Journal by request is permitted to give 
this druggist’s name and address, as doubtless 
there are others who would like to write to 
him, encouraging him in the stand he is taking 
for decent literature at a time when the news 
stands are reeking with drivel so vile that the 
U. S$. Government refuses to transport it through 
the mails, making it necessary to deliver by 
truck. 


His name is Mr. 
ling’s Soda Shoppe, 941 Riverside Drive, Ashe- 


ville, N. C. W.CS. 


Harold K. Bowling, Bowl- 
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A Great Reformed Hymnal 
for Our Churches 


By Rev. T. L. Casey, Jr. 
High Springs, Florida 


For those of us who love to sing the Songs 
of Zion, a good Hymnal is a rich blessing; | 
have discovered such a Hymnal and would like 
to share with you some of the truly excellent 
things about it. First of all, it contains nearly 
all of the Psalms of David. There are still a 
few of us who firmly believe that we are to 
sing Psalms in the Churches! What Christian 
heart does not thrill to the Old Hundredth or 
the beautiful metrics of the 23rd? God's people 
have sustained themselves down through the cen- 
turies, often through the fires of the bitterest 
persecution, by the singing of the Psalms. What 
Spanish army could stand before the Psalm sing- 
ing forces of the Dutch? What greater constancy 
has ever been displayed under trial than that 
of the Covenanters martyred with a Psalm on 
their dying lips? But above all, the reason why 
we should sing Psalms in the Churches is because 
the Word of God bids us do so. If we claim 
to be Reformed, we must heed its precepts in 
all things, especially in matters pertaining to 
the W orship of God. Paul exhorts the Ephesians 
to be speaking to themselves in “psalms and 
hymns and spiritual songs,” Eph. 4:19. Although 
I do not believe this Scripture teaches us that 
Psalms alone are to be sung, it certainly does 
teach us that they are to be sung. Our own 
Book of Church Order most c-finitely recog: 
nizes this fact when it says “Praising God through 
the medium of music is a duty and a privilege. 
Therefore, the singing of hymns and psalms and 
the use of musical instruments should have an 
important part in public worship.” Par. 320. 


Secondly, this Hymnal is doctrinally sound. 
The hymns are carefully culled and selected ac- 
cording to the strictest orthodox standards. They 
are therefore truly “spiritual songs” com- 
posed under the guidance and illumination of 
the Holy Spirit. 


Thirdly, the collection of hymns, while not 
the largest in the world, is certainly admirable. 
The great old familiar cnes are all there, and 
many which are not included in our own hymnal. 

Finally, the melodies selected are beautiful. 
You will recognize a large number of the tunes 
to which the Psalms are set, as well as the hymn 
tunes, all of which are deeply devotional. 


The publishers of this Hymnal have no idea 
that I am advocating this neat and handy vol- 
ume in print, but I am sure they would be most 
happy to answer any inquiries about it, or send 
you a copy, upon request. What is the name of 
this edifying volume? The Psalter Hymnal. Who 
publishes it? The Publication Committee of 
the Christian Reformed Church, Grand Rapids, 
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Michigan. This Hymnal includes in the back 
the Doctrinal Standards of the Christian Re- 
formed Church, the Heidelberg Catechism, the 
Canons of Dort, and the Belgic Confession, 
which are in every respect similar to our own. 
Straight Calvinism, of course. Perhaps, if there 
were sufficient interest in it, the publishers 
would print up some copies with our own West- 
minster Standards instead of theirs. We could 
include some of our own liturgical forms, read- 
ings, etc. That would be a real Hymnal for us 
down here in the Southern Church. 


Helps To Understanding 
Scripture Readings 
in Day by Day 
By Rev. Clinton C. Baker 


Sunday, December 25, Luke 2:1-12. Christmas. 
Notice the praise of the heavenly hosts at the 
announcement of the advent of Christ (vv.13- 
14). Scripture presents very few accounts of the 
angelic hosts thus breaking into praise. Read 
Revelation 5:11-14; 7:9-12 and try to appreciate 
the praise that all creation will one day express 
for what Christ accomplished when He came 
to earth. List the words and phrases of the an- 
gelic message which describe Christ’s person and 
mission (Luke 2:10-12). Does this message 
justify the praise of v.14? Observe the lowly 
circumstances of Christ’s birth (vv.4-7). When 
vou think of the depths to which Christ stooped 
to come to earth, and the reason for His coming 
—to save your soul—do you tind some of the 
praise of the angelic hosts ringing in your own 
heart (v.20) ? 


Monday, December 26, Matthew 2:1-12. Ob- 
serve the disturbances created by the arrival of 
the wise men (v.3). Why should their question 
of v.2 be greeted with alarm? Both the wise 
men and Herod professed to worship the Mes- 
siah (vv.2,8). What kind of person does vv.13-16 
show Herod to be? Vicious, subtle opposition 
to Christ and His truth began at the very time 
of His birth. Notice the Scribes and Pharisees 
(v.4). They had the truth, but did nothing 
about it (vv.5-6). What evidences do vv.9-11 
give of a pure devotion to Christ on the part 
of the wise men? Notice the content of their 
gifts (v.l1lb). How is one able to tell the dif- 
ference between those who profess to worship 
Christ, yet are really opposed or indifferent 
to Him, and those who genuinely love Him 
and want to live for Him? What examples do 
vou know of the first two groups? of the latter 
group? In which group are you? 


Tuesday, December 27, Luke 2:13-20. The 
Good News was revealed to simple shepherds 
as well as to wise men. Place yourself in the 
shoes of the shepherds as you read _ vv.8-14. 
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Would you have reacted as they did in v.9b? 
What was it that caused them to overcome 
their fear, investigate the good news for them- 
selves (vv.15-17), and then spread it to others 
(v.17)? God reveals Himself to those who will 
respond to His message. What qualities do you 
see in the shepherds in vv.15-20 that made 
them good candidates for receiving the good 
news? Could an unresponsive heart or a lack 
of willingness to act upon the truth God has 
shown you be keeping Him from revealing more 
of Himself to you? 


Wednesday, December 28, Matt. 16:13-19. 
What kind of impression had Christ made upon 
the crowds this far in His ministry (vv.13-14) ? 
What does 14:22-33 reveal about Peter that 
would make him the logical one to speak out 
in v.16? Is this ability for bold, decisive action 
a part of your life? The “rock” of v.18 refers 
to Peter’s affirmation (v.16) and not to Peter 
himself. The charge Christ gave Peter in v.19 
He gave to all His disciples in 18:18. The “keys 
of the Kingdom” given to Peter may refer to 
the fact that Peter opened the door of salvation 
to the Jews at Pentecost (Acts 2) and later 
to the Gentiles (Acts 10). Peter’s courage and 
ability for leadership (though at times mis- 
used) opened up for him great opportunities 
for service. Does a general fearfulness of the 
opinions and reactions of others keep you from 
being of greater service to Christ? 


Thursday, December 29, Mark 1:4-15.. Read 
vv.4-8 to study the way in which John prepared 
the way for Christ (vv.2-3). What was the con- 
tent of John’s message (v.4)? What kind of re- 
sponse did he have (v.5)? How did John’s 
preaching pave the way for Jesus? Was their 
message the same (cf.vv.4-5 with vv.14-15)? 
What was the difference (vv.8,10)? Who spoke 
the words of v.11? Was John’s statement about 
Christ in v.7, then, justified? Do you recognize 
your own unworthiness even as you try to serve 
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Him? In what ways do vv.9,13 show Christ's 
identification of Himself with us? Does the 
fact that the Son of God was made like you 
in every respect (Hebrews +:15-16) make you 
love Him even more? 


Friday, December 30, Ephesians 2:11-22. Be- 
fore the coming of Christ, the Gentiles were 
outside the pale of God’s covenant (vv.11-12). 
Does v.12 describe your concept of a person 
who is outside of Christ? By what means has 
Christ broken down the barrier (v.14) between 
the Jew and the Gentile (vv.13,16)? What is 
the agency through which Christians of dif- 
ferent nationalities and races become one (vv.18, 
22)? What picture does Paul present of the 
Jew and the Gentile who have both accepted 
Christ (vv.19-22)? What forms the basis of the 
fellowship (v.20)? Is there equality before God 
(v.19) ? Do animosities or tensions exist between 
your church and churches of other denomina- 
tions? between you and Christians of other races 
or nationalities? How do you think this pas- 
sage applies to our race problem today? 


Saturday, December 31, Philippians 2:1-11. 
Turn to John 17:11,20-21 for Christ’s prayer 
for His Church - “That they may be one even 
as we are one.” What qualities do Phil.2:1-4 
bring out that are necessary for the Church to 
be one? How are these qualities in contrast 
to normal human nature? “That they may be 
one even as we are one.” As you read vv.5-11 
of Phil. 2 notice the remarkable way in which 
Christ’s relation to God (vv.5-8) and God's 
relation to Christ (vv.9-11) exemplify the quali- 
ties of this oneness. List the phrases that de- 
scribe the extent of Christ’s humbling Himself 
(vv.5-8). To what extent, therefore, has the 
Father exalted the Son (vv.9-11)? Do you de- 
sire to obey the Father to the extent that Christ 
obeyed*Him? Do you honor Christ as the Father 
desires Him to be honored? Do you illustrate 
the qualities of vv.l-4 in your relation to other 
Christians? 


Christian Schools and 
World Missions 


By Rev. George S. Lauderdale 


Great revivals have taken place in Christian 
colleges, resulting in the salvation of many souls 
at home and in the sending out of young men 
as missionaries to the ends of the earth. A burn- 
ing heart of love for Jesus in a mere handful 
of students has brought about miracles. 


World history might be shaped if Christian 
schools just now would put away worldliness and 
lay great stress on Bible study and secret prayer 
so that young men might volunteer to preach 
Christ to the nations. Entire continents such 


PAGE 10 


as Africa and South America, other important 





nal 
areas as western Europe, and key countries like wh 
Japan and India are apparently tottering and FR a s 
may fall to communism. » sp 
is 
Challenge mit 
In formerly backward societies, men are being 
educated, one million persons per month learn. —R — 
ing to read. These people must be reached now & 
with the gospel of Christ, and this can be done, & St 
under God, by revivals in independent and §& 
church-related Christian institutions of learning. LE 
The Saviour is calling men on every campus to 
take up the cross of self-denying service and 
follow Him in the spiritual conquest of the §& 
world! 
Losing our lives to save India, Japan, western 
Europe, Africa, and South America for Jesus’ 
sake can only mean that we in the United States B 
will save ourselves: For two generations our D 


youth have been sacrificed in foreign wars; how 
much more reasonable and with what greate1 
benefit it will be now to encourage our students 
to lay down their lives in foreign missions! 


The Capable Fon Christ 


The clearest minds and most able bodies are 
required for missionary labor. “Dummies” do 
not master difficult languages, nor do crybabies 
overcome threats and prejudice and scorn. 
David Livingstone was no sissy; Africa and the 
other areas named above need strong men im- 
bued with power from on high if they are to be 
won for Christ. 


Satan is active where Christian youth are 
studying. He is setting up false ideals, the grid 
iron becoming so glamorous for many that cer- 
tain church-related colleges are graduating more 
coaches than preachers. Christian teachers are 
needed, but missions have the first claim on 
the cream of the crop of every senior class. 
World history hangs in the balance! 


On Christian campuses, the eternal destiny of 
immortal souls is at stake; the outcome of the 
current world conflict between atheistic commu- 
nism and freedom-begetting Bible Christianity 
is being decided. But oh how spiritually dead 
are many nominally Christian schools! Even if 
the dying millions in heathenism had no bear- 
ing on the case, the drinking, dancing, disregard 
of the Lord’s Day, promiscuous necking, and 
profane swearing in colleges belonging solely 
to the church of Jesus Christ, demand repent- 
ance and revival. 





Concerned? Pray! 


Prayer is needed for Christian schools. Parents 
and educators as well as the young people will 
be held accountable at the day of judgment for 
the fruitlessness of their efforts in winning the 
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nations. Let shame seize the schedule-makers 
who permit entire afternoons and evenings of 
a siudent’s time to be given to social life and 
sports, whereas only an hour or two per week 
is set aside for prayer and Bible study and a few 
minutes a day to devotions. 





Jesus said, ‘““The harvest truly is great, but 
the laborers are few: PRAY ye therefore the 
Lord of the harvest, that he would send forth 
laborers into his harvest.”” Luke 10:2. His words 
have vital meaning to supporters and directors 
of Christian schools, and to students. 





SABBATH SCHOOL LESSONS 





LESSON FOR JANUARY 1 


REV. J. KENTON PARKER 





Jesus Rebukes I, nsincerity 


Background Scripture: Luke 11:14 to 12:13, 54-59 


Devotional Reading: Psalm 24:1-6 


Insincerity is to be despised in any sphere of human life. I suppose that no writer of fiction has 


done more to show us its true nature than Charles Dickens. 
Squeers and many other characters he lets us see it in many forms. 
insincere and unfaithful in the Home. There are politicians who promise and 


In Uriah Heep, and Pecksniff, and 
There are those who are 
never perform. 


There are business men who advertise and sell worthless merchandise. 


Insincerity in religion is very common, and very 
foolish, as well as very sinful. We may be able 
to fool our fellow-men for a long time, but if we 
worship a God worthy of the name “God,” surely, 
we know that we cannet fool Him. He Who made 
man knows what is in man. Jesus often spoke 
to the thought that was in the heart before any 
words had been uttered. He saw through the 
hypocrisy of the leaders of the Jews, and rebuked 
them in no uncertain terms. It would be natural 
to suppose that men would be afraid to “wear 
a mask,” and pretend to be something which 
they know they are not, when they come before 
God. 

Yet we are forced to believe that there are 
more “Rackets” in religion than in any other 
sphere of life. ‘Take the leaders of False Re- 
ligions. Was a man like Mohammed deluded of 
the devil, or self-deluded, or a hypocrite? | 
could mention by name certain well-known men 
who have fanatical followers, who claim to be 
“Prophets,” and “Bishops,” and “Divine.” Jesus 
warned us of the “wolves in sheep's clothing,” 
and Paul tells the Ephesian elders that grievous 
wolves would come in to make havoc of the 
church. We are living in a strange time, when 
men venture in “where angels fear to tread,” 
and turn the name of the Church into a symbol 
of the worst kind of money-making scheme. Be- 
side these extreme instances, there seem to be 
many who are insincere. Let us thank God for 
the millions of sincere followers of the Lord 
Jesus, and not be too much discouraged by this 
insincerity, which is all too evident and de- 
plorable. 
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In Psalm 24, (our Devotional Reading) we 
see the requirements for one who shall stand in 
the holy place: He that hath clean hands and 
a pure heart, etc.; in other words, one whose 
religion is “good all the way through,” as the 
boy said about the apples he was selling. In 
Isaiah | we have a scathing rebuke of those who 
were trampling the courts of the Lord’s house, 
but whose hearts were full of sin, and their 
hands full of blood. The God we worship is 
a Holy God. He will never despise or turn 
away a sincerely repentant sinner who cries 
as the publican cried, God be merciful to me 
a sinner. He has the utmost contempt, however, 
for anyone who comes under false pretenses. 
How careful we preachers should be! We lead 
in worship. Has it become a mere form? Are 
we clean who bear the vessels of the Lord? Are 
we always and altogether sincere? What an 
awful sin to be like the sons of Eli who caused 
the people to blaspheme!” Search me, O God, 
and know my heart: try me, and know my 
thoughts : and see if there be any wicked way 
in me, and lead me in the way everlasting.” 
This is our Prayer; the “Preacher's Prayer.” 


The outstanding sin of the religious leaders 
of Jesus’ day was this sin of insincerity. We 
can see how heinous this sin appears in the 
eyes of the Searcher of men’s hearts. Publicans 
and sinners - the outcasts - were received and 
saved when they turned from their sins. The 
scribes and Pharisees could have been “healed” 
also, for the power of the Lord was present to 
heal them, but their unbelief and their hypoc- 
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risy made them the objects of those terrible 
“woes” which fell from His lips. (See Matthew 
23). In our lesson today Luke gives some ex- 
amples of their insincerity and hypocrisy. 


I. When they put Jesus in the Same Class with 
Beelzebub 11:14-26. 


They were not only showing their insincerity, 
but they were treading on dangerous ground. 
(see Matthew 12:31,32). The Unpardonable 
sin is connected with such erroneous and foolish 
reasoning. Matthew connects the two. To speak 
as these Pharisees were speaking was blasphemy 
against the Holy Spirit. 


Jesus was casting out demons; making free 
men of these slaves. No one could help but 
see the good work He was doing, and He was 
doing it in the power of God. These insincere 
critics and enemies, instead of praising God for 
the wonderful work which was being done, said 
that He was casting out devils in the power of 
Beelzebub, the prince of the devils. Jesus shows 
the folly of such reasoning. Satan’s kingdom, if 
thus divided, would inevitably destroy itself. It 
is in this connection that Jesus makes the state- 
ment: He that is not with Me is against me, and 
he that gathereth not with me scattereth. Those 
who in any way are belittling the character and 
work of Jesus Christ; those who refuse to accept 
the abundant evidence of His Deity and One- 
ness with the Father, are not building up the 
kingdom, but scattering and destroying. 


29-36. 


II. When They Asked for “Signs” 


They had an abundance of “signs’’; what more 
could they ask? The mighty works of Jesus 
were done openly; Believe me, for the very 
works’ sake, said Jesus. They continued to ask 
for signs up to the very last; If thou be the 
Christ, come down from the cross, they jeered, 
after they had crucified Him. 


No sign would be given them except the sign 
of the prophet Jonah. (Here, by the way, is 
proof enough of the historicity of the prophet 
Jonah, and of his book). Jonah was a sufficient 
and satisfactory “sign” to the Ninevites. They 
believed his preaching, repented, and were 
spared. A greater than Jonah was preaching 
to them, and performing miracles, and they be- 
lieved not. Jonah was a “sign” in another way. 
As that prophet was in the belly of the great 
fish for three days, so Jesus was to be in the 
heart of the earth. Jonah came out of the fish; 
Jesus would come forth from the grave. It was 
not “signs” which these people needed; it was 
a change of heart. So it is today. (see Matthew 
12:34-41) 


He also uses the Queen of Sheba as an illus- 
tration. She came from the uttermost parts of 
the earth to hear the wisdom of Solomon, and 
“behold, a greater than Solomon is _ here.” 
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Solomon never spoke like Jesus spoke. The 
evidence of His preaching ought to have con- 
vinced all who heard Him. 


There are always the “Sign-seekers.”” We have 
them today. Some want to handle snakes; some 
want to speak in an unknown tongue; some 
want special and spectacular miracles of heal- 
ing. We have plenty of “signs” of the truth and 
power of the Gospel in our day, but our genera- 
tion is like the “evil generation” of His time, 
always seeking for some sign. Jesus never per- 
formed one of His miracles, or “signs,” as John 
calls them, merely to satisfy the curiosity of 
insincere onlookers. ‘Chey had plenty of evi- 
dence to convict and convince them, if they 
had been sincere seekers after truth. To be a 
seeker of the truth is a far different thing than 
to be a “seeker after signs.” God always rewards 
a sincere seeker after the truth. 


Hl. When They Stressed the Outward Form 
Instead of Inward Reality : 37:54; 12:1-3. 


The insincere man is satisfied if his hands 
are clean; the sincere man wants a clean heart. 
Jesus was asked to dine with a certain Pharisee, 
and this man marveled that He had not first 
washed His hands. Jesus said, Now do ye Phari- 
sees make clean the outside of the cup and 
platter: but your inward part is full of extor- 
tion and wickedness. These same Pharisees 
tithed the smallest things, like herbs, but ne- 
glected the weightier matters of Judgment and 
Love. It is good to tithe; it is better to LOVE. 


Then Jesus begins the series of “Woes” which 
startle us with their severity. He uncovers all 
the ugliness of their unclean hearts and exposes 
their sins. Pretending to be the most religious 
people in the land; scorning the publicans as 
sinners; yet guilty of sins which are worse than 
the ones practiced by these outcasts of society. 
They are murderers at heart, as their fathers 
had been. How thoroughly Jesus knew men! 
Plotting to kill Him, and pretending to be sanc- 
tified and holy! 


The “lawyers” - men who studied the Law 
of God, and were familiar with its precepts - 
saw that in saying these things He was “hitting” 
them. When He was accused of reproaching 
these lawyers, He proceeded to pronounce simi- 
lar “Woes” upon them. They, too, were guilty 
of cruelty and murder in their hearts. 


We can see from these verses what Jesus 
thinks of “Insincerity.”” Here again, we ought 
to stop and do some heart-searching. The 
“Leaven of the Pharisees” is still at work in 
the Church. Let us beware of this awful sin. 
This insincerity will one day be uncovered so 
that all the world can see it, for the Judgment 
Day will reveal every secret thing. ‘ 
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IV. When They Can Read the Sky, but not 
Discern the Times : 12:54-59. 


Signs in the sky are of everyday occurrence. 
[his is one of the most common and reliable. 


How foolish to see and believe these natural 
signs which sailors and farmers see and follow, 
and close our eyes to other “signs.” Why accept 
the signs in the sky and refuse the Greatest 
Sign of all, Jesus Christ, Son of God. 





YOUNG PEOPLE'S DEPARTMENT 





YOUTH PROGRAM FOR JANUARY 1 


Strengthen Your Faith 


Hymn: “O Grant Us Light, 
Know” 
Prayer 
Scripture: 
Offering 
Hymn: 


That We may 


II Peter 1:5-1] 
“My Faith Looks Up To Thee” 


PROGRAM LEADER: 

We are beginning a unit of two programs 
on our new theme for 1956, “Strengthen Your 
Faith Through Knowledge.” This year, as has 
been the case in other years, we have a theme, 
a picture, and a hymn. The main emphasis of 
this first program will be to introduce to you 
our new picture and our new hymn. In the pro- 
gram for next week we shall spend our time 
thinking about the meaning of the theme itself. 
Some of you may have already been introduced 
to the theme at the fall rally of the young peo- 
ple in your presbytery. If this is the case, you 
can help by sharing your knowledge with us. 
Whether you have heard about the theme be- 
fore or not, let us determine right now to write 
it on our hearts and minds in indelible letters 
so that we may think about it and live by it all 
through this new year. 


(It will probably be a wise thing to ask one 
or two well qualified adults in your church 
to help you with the presentation of this pro- 
gram. You could ask one person to explain the 
picture and another to explain the hymn, or, 
one person might be willing to do both. If 
you ask young people to take these parts, you 
will want to allow them plenty of time for prep- 
aration, and you can suggest that they confer 
with some adult, if they need help in preparing 
their interpretations.) 


First SPEAKER: 

Our theme picture for 1956 is entitled “A 
Light To My Path.” (For 30 cents in stamps 
or coin you may secure an unframed copy of 
this picture from Presbyterian Book Store, Box 
1176, Richmond 9, Virginia. The picture should 
be displayed for all to see while you explain it.) 
The scene is not familiar to us, but it is easy 
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Through Knowledge 


to tell what it represents. It is taken from a 
very romantic era in the history of our nation. 
We can imagine that these people are going 
west to find new homes and new opportunities. 
It may have been romantic, but there was a 
great deal of hardship and insecurity for those 
who made the trek. The expressions on the 
faces of the people in the picture indicate that 
they are no strangers to hardship, suffering and 
fear. They have undoubtedly discovered that 
faith is as necessary as food if they are to suc- 
ceed in reaching their long sought goal. Their 
faith had to be nourished just as surely as they 
had to provide food for their bodies. This pic- 
ture records the nourishing of faith. They are 
listening attentively and reverently to the read- 
ing and teaching of the Bible which is a “lamp 
unto my feet, and a light unto my path.” The 
Bible provides the kind of spiritual knowledge 
which makes faith grow strong. Our problem is 
not the taming of the wild west like the people 
in the picture, but we do have problems which 
demand strong faith. As we look at this picture 
from time to time during the vear, let it remind 
us that knowledge of the Bible strengthens 
faith. 


SECOND SPEAKER: 

Our theme hymn for this year is “Strong Son 
Of God, Immortal Love.” The words of this 
hymn can be better understood if we know 
something of the background against which they 
were written. The author was Alfred Tennyson, 
the ablest and most devout English poet of the 
Victorian period. The words of this hymn are 
selected stanzas from a lengthy poem called “In 
Memoriam.” The occasion for the writing was 
the death of a young man, Arthur Hallam, who 
was a very close friend of Tennyson and who 
was engaged to be married to his sister. The 
shock of losing such a dear friend was not easily 
forgotten by the poet. This poem is the expres- 
sion of his grief over a period of seventeen years. 
During those many years of meditation on his 
sorrow and giving expression to it in words, he 
came to appreciate more and more the value 
of strong faith. The only satisfactory answers 
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to his doubts and the only sure comfort for his 
grief was to be found in his faith in Christ. 
The stanzas of the poem selected to be used in 
the hymn sum up the value of faith. 


Some people seem to think that it is unintel- 
ligent to believe anything which you cannot 
prove. What did Tennyson think about that? 
What did he mean by saying, “Our wills are 
ours to make them Thine’? Is there any indi- 
cation that the poet had tried to solve his own 
problems and answer his own questions and that 
he had failed? Did faith succeed where his rea- 
son had failed? Why do you think this hymn 
was chosen to go with the theme*Strengthen 
Your Faith Through Knowledge”? 


Note to Leader: (Allow time for questions or 
comments from the young people concerning 
both the hymn and the picture.) 


Hymn: “Strong Son of God, Immortal Love” 
(Sing all stanzas) 


Women’s Work 


SEASON’S GREETINGS 
TO EVERYBODY! 


By Monique de Faucon 
of the United Nations Children’s Fund 





Goodwill on earth and a greeting card fon 
everybody. If they were to be equally distrib- 
uted, there would be more than enough to go 
around, for more Christmas and New Year 
cards are produced, bought and mailed than 
there are people on earth. The total number 
of cards sent, in countries observing holidays on 
December 25th and January Ist, is expected to 
exceed 3,000 million - and the world’s popula- 
tion is about 2,400 million. 


This has been built up in a little over a 
hundred years of seasonal greetings, large and 
small. The smallest greeting cards are a rare 
postage stamp - a favorite gift exchanged by 
thousands of keep stamp collectors. The big- 
gest greetings ever were probably the posters 
that an unknown well-wisher put up on board- 
ings in many towns in the north of England, 
at a cost of 80 shillings each. 


During the century the pictures and form ol 
the cards have varied tremendously; one even 
had a picture of Cleopatra greeting Queen 
Victoria on the banks of the Nile. One was 
a picture of the Berlin Iron Foundry - stamped 
into five inches of solid cast iron. 


The first 1,000 cards were printed and put 
on sale in London’s Bond Street in 1846, though 
the Romans exchanged gifts which were often 
decorated clay tablets inscribed with greetings 
like “Happiness in the New Year.” 
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Then the Germans produced hand-coloied 
pictures in the fifteenth and sixteenth centuries, 
Still later - at the end of the eighteenth cen- 
tury - the custom reappeared in hand-made cai ds 
which were very popular in France, Austria 
and Germany. 

Nevertheless, the Christmas card in its present 
form is a product of Victorian England - and 
even possibly the idea of Queen Victoria’s Ger- 
man-born husband, 


Bf. 8 
Workers’ Training 


Adds Kindergarten 


Plans by the General Assembly's Training 
School to begin a program to train church kin- 
dergarten workers moved toward completion 
with the recent election by the Board of Trus- 
tees of Miss Josephine Newbury of the Training 
School faculty as Director of the Laboratory 
school. In the search for well-qualified leader- 
ship for the laboratory school for pre-school] 
children the Training School had the counsel 
of the top leadership in this field in North 
America. This search has now come to a success- 
ful conclusion in the enlistment of Miss New- 
bury for this position. This laboratory school 
will augment the opportunities to learn by ex- 
perience which are now provided in the field 
work program of the Assembly's Training School. 


Miss Newbury is a graduate of Oglethorpe 
University and has attended the University ol 
Georgia and the University of Tennessee. She 
has taught in the public schools of Tennessee 
and Georgia. For seven years she was the di- 
rector of a kindergarten, and for thirteen years 
before coming to the Training School she taught 
in the Fulton County System in Georgia, serving 
as assistant principal in an elementary school 
from 1946 until 1952. 


Church News 


World Missions Receipts 





Budget for 1955 

Receipts to date 

Percentage of Annual Budget 
received for 1955 

Balance needed for 1955 


$3,050,000.00 
2,174,142.41 


71.28°; 
875,857.59 

Birmingham, Ala. — One of two chaplains 
who survived 42 months in Japanese prison 
camps, still in service, addressed men of the 27 
churches of Birmingham Presbytery at its meet- 
ing here November 29th. . 





Chaplain Robert P. Taylor, staff chaplain, 
Headquarters Air University at Maxwell Air 
Force Base in Montgomery, Ala., spoke at the 
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men's qué arterly meeting at the First Presbyterian 
Church. C haplain Taylor attended Baylor Uni- 
versity and Southwestern Baptist Semin: ary and 
holds the BA, BD and Th.D. degrees. 


Winston-Salem, N. C. — Reynolda Presby- 
terian Church at Winston-Salem celebrated its 
Oth anniversary with special services Sunday, 
November 27th. The pastor, Rev. W. R. Smith, 
jr., delivered an anniversary message, reviewing 
the history of the church and its accomplish 
ments, and stating its hopes for the future. Mr. 
Smith became pastor of Reynolda in 1954, fol- 
lowing his service as executive secretary of Win- 
ston-Salem Presbytery. 


\ll the living founders were invited to attend 
the celebration. ‘Thirteen of the charter mem- 
bers still live in Winston-Salem, ten of them 
retaining their church membership in Reynolda. 


Bennettsville, S. C. — First 
Church at Bennettsville observed its 100th an- 
niversary Sunday, December 4, with Dr. J. Me- 
Dowell Richards, moderator of the General As- 
sembly and president of Columbia Seminary, 
Decatur, Ga., speaking at the 11:15 a.m. worship 
service. The occasion was also Homecoming 
Day for former members of First Church. Rev 
I. M. Bagnal is pastor of the more than 400- 
membership congregation. 


Presbyterian 


Dallas, Texas — ‘The Covenant Presbyterian 
Church, to serve the Farmers Branch - Carroll- 
ton area of Northwest Dallas County, was or- 
ganized by a Commission of Dallas Presbytery 
on Sunday, November 27, 1955, at 7:30 P. M. 
The Commission was composed of Rev. Messrs. 
Robert P. Douglass, William M. Elliott, Jr., 
and Cecil H. Lang, with Elders James P. An- 
derson, B. T. Erwin, and Thomas Kirkland. 


were received at this 
them on Certificate, ten 
on Reaffirmation, and eleven by Profession of 
Faith. Rev. Joseph O. Rand, Jr., employed 
an evangelist by the Presbytery of Dallas, to 
develop this project, presented the testimonials 
for church membership, conducted the exam- 
ination and administered the vows and the rite 
of baptism. 


Forty-eight members 
service, twenty-five ol 


The following were chosen as officers for this 
new congregation and the name of Covenant 
was approved: 


Elders: Mr. Roland 
Tracy, Mr. W. M. 


Jones, Mr. Lloyd E. 


Warlen. 


Deacons: Mr. B. H. Adkisson, Mr. 
McDowell, Mr. B. J. Tomlin, Mr. 
Smith, Mr. B. G. Snider. 


David C. 
Leroy H. 


This is the ninth project sponsored by =e 
Presbyterian Extension Committee of Dallas, in 
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cooperation with Dallas Presbytery’s Committee 
on Church Extension. A six acre site for a 
church building has been purchased by the 
Dallas Extension Committee for the erection of 
a building. Until that can be accomplished, the 
congregation will meet in the Farmers Branch 
School. The church site is located between the 
two fast growing communities of Farmers 
Branch School. The church site is located be- 
tween the two fast growing communities of 
Farmers Branch and Carrollton. It is believed 
that a strong church will be developed to serve 
those communities. 


Cecil H. Lang, Executive Secretary 
The Presbytery of Dallas 
Dallas, Texas — Rev. Egbert Lubbers, Ph.D., 


gifted and beloved pastor of the First Presbyterian 
Church of Sherman, Texas, died at the South- 
western Poliomyletis Respiratory Center at 
Houston, Texas, on Monday, November 21, 1955. 
Interment was held in the Memorial Cemetery 
at Sherman, at 9:30 A. M., on November 23. 
This was followed by two identical services of 
memorial, one at 10:00 A. M. for the members 
of the Church and family; the other at 10:45 
A. M. for the friends of the city. This memorial 
service was participated in by the Rev. Messrs. 
John R. Clarke of the Austin College faculty; 
Howard G. Maatman of the Sunset Church, Dal- 
las; and Cecil H. Lang of Dallas Presbytery. Ac- 
cording to the request of Dr. Lubbers the service 
was one of victory and praise and thanksgiving. 
Flowers in the Church consisted of a beautiful 
vase of red roses centered on the Communion 
lable. 


Dr. Lubbers was stricken with bulbar polio 
while serving on the faculty of the Training 
Conference at the Mo Ranch Assembly grounds 
July 25, 1955. At the time of his death he was 
still confined to the iron lung. He is survived 
by his wife and four children, ages 2 to 9. Mrs. 
Lubbers will continue to reside in Sherman. 





IN MEMORIAM 


Harry €. Turner 


Inasmuch as our Heavenly Father, in His in- 
finite love and wisdom, has seen fit to call home 
our beloved brother, deacon, and fellow mem- 
ber, Mr. Harry C. Turner, we bow in submis- 
sion to His will and pray that his passing shall 
prove a blessing to all who knew him. There- 
fore, be it resolved: 


First, that we, the deacons of the Pageland 
Presbyterian Church, of which he was a loyal 
and devoted member, shall convey to the mem- 
bers of his family our sincere regret in his pass- 
ing. 


Second, that in his passing he shall be greatly 
missed in the life of our Church, since, through 
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his life, he has set a fine example of loyalty and 
devotion to his Church. 


Third, that we commend the members of his 
family to our Heavenly Father both for comfort 
and strength. 


And, finally, that a copy of these resolutions 
be sent to his family, a copy be sent to the 
Christian Observer, and a copy be sent to the 
Presbyterian Journal. 

Respectfully submitted, 


The Board of Deacons of the 
Pageland, S. C., Presbyterian Church 


on OOnuS — 


THE JuNG Copex. Translated and edited by 
F. L. Cross of Oxford London, 1955, pp. 135. 





~~ 


At Nag Hammadi in Upper Egypt a Gnostic 
library was uncovered in 1945. Most of the 
Codices of this find now repose in the Coptic 
Museum in Cairo, and are not immediately 
available. But one of them was secured by 
the Jung Institute in Zurich; and of this find 
Professor Puech of Paris; Professor Quispel and 
Professor Unnik of Utrecht have written this 
preliminary book. The most important section 
of the Jung Codes is “The Gospel of Truth,” 
assigned to Valentinus near the time he was 
leaving the Roman Church; that is, 140-150. 
This eloquent sermon sets out Gnostic positions, 
but does not give the elaborate Valentinian 
system later developed. 


The most significant thing in the “Gospel” 
is the way in which the writer uses the sundry 
books of the New Testament. It is clear that 
he “was acquainted with the Gospels, the Paul- 
ine Epistles, Hebrews and Revelation, while 
there are traces of Acts, I John, and I Peter.” 
“It appears that he used practically the same 
Books as constitute our present New Testament 


Canon,” and that he treats these documents as 
authority. 


Tertullian asserts that Valentinus in distinc- 
tion from Marcion, used the whole instrumen- 
tum. Thus “The New Testament of Valentinus 
and Tertullion were absolutely identical.” 


“Round about 140-150 a collection of writings 
was known at Rome and accepted as authorita- 
tive which was virtually identical with our New 
Testament.” And all this took place before 
Marcion was condemned. This means that Mar- 
cion expurgated an already existing New Testa- 
ment collection to get his own abbreviated New 
Testament; and that Marcion was not the first 
one to make such a New Testament collection. 
At this point, canonics return to the position 
of Warfield in distinction from that of McGif- 
fert. 
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The doctrine of the Resurrection in the Jun 
Codex is also of interest. In the LETTER TO 
RHEGINOS, also ascribed to Valentinus, the 
spiritual resurrection devours the psychical and 
fleshy resurrection. According to this Gnostic 
doctrine, the faithful become rays of Christ 
drawn back to him at death as the sunbeams 
return to the source of light at sunset. And 
yet, despite this Gnostic denial of the Resurrec- 
tion of the whole person, even the GOSPEL OF 
TRUTH bears witness to the Gospel accounts 
of the actual, physical resurrection of our Lord, 
The Gospel of Truth reads: 


(After the resurrection) He “gave them the 
possibility of knowing. For when they saw and 
heard Him, He granted them to taste and to 
smell and to touch the Beloved Son.” .. . “He 
came in the flesh, without anything hindering 
His path.” 


In noteworthy contrast to the New Testa- 
ment, the Gospel of Truth has no reference to 
the Second Coming of Christ. For Gnosticism, 
Christ delivers the Divine spark or spirit from 
the prison of the body and from this evil world 
at death. For the Bible God made the whole 
man, the inner and the outer, and heaven and 
earth, and all very good. Accordingly, the final 
salvation is that of the whole man in a saved 
society and a renewed environment; or, a re- 
deemed soul in a resurrected body dwelling in 
the New Jerusalem in a new heavens and a 
new earth. And it all through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, by the mercy of His incarnation, the 
merit of His atonement, the might of His resur- 
rection, and the glory of His return. W.C.R. 





New Birtu.  B. Citron. 

A study of the Evangelical Doctrine of Con- 
version in the Protestant Fathers, with a preface 
by Principal Hugh Watt, Edinburgh, 1951, 
pp. 215. 

The author of this study was born a Jew, 
reared a free-thinker, converted and baptized 
in the Scottish mission in Budapest. The book 
is a doctor’s thesis accepted by the University 
of Edinburgh. It traces the progress of the soul 
from its pre-conversion days to life eternal. 


Treating of baptism and conversion it is 
shown that for Calvin and the Westminster 
standards, baptism is a sign of our coming to 
Christ and even more of His coming to us. In 
infant baptism, the child is brought to the font 
by the faith of parents and sustained by the 
faith of the whole congregation. They are bap- 
tized unto future faith and repentance for the 
seeds of both are implanted by the secret opera- 
tion of the Spirit. “With the seeds of faith and 
repentance, the seed of conversion is also sown 
in the little child.” “Conversion in later life 
is therefore the turning back to the first experi- 
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ence of God’s grace in baptism.” “According 
to Reformed doctrine, the seed of conversion is 
sown in baptism and may break through the 
hard soil of unbelief at any period of human 
life, although some seeds die or wither by the 
wayside.” 


Other sections of the book deal with the Word 
as the instrument God uses for conversion, the 
marks of the new birth, the lifelong struggle, 
assurance, union with Christ, and life everlast- 
ing. —W.C.R. 





\n Ipliom Book oF New TESTAMENT GREEK. 
Moule, C.F.D. Cambridge, 1953, p. 241. 


Chis work on syntax by the Lady Margaret’s 
Professor of Divinity at Cambridge is modestly 
described as “an incomplete idiom-book”, and so 
far from professing to be the final word it in- 
cludes an appendix giving suggestions and criti- 
cisms which arrived too late to be incorporated 
into the body of the study. Nevertheless, Dr. 
Moule presents carefully and cautiously the 
results of his own work and that of other Greek 
scholars for the help of those who seek to ex- 
pound the New Testament. The reviewer has 
not had the time to study all of the details of 
the work, but he and the readers of the Southern 
Presbyterian Journal will find interest and en- 
couragement in several of the findings. 


For example, here are some renderings bear- 
ing ON INSPIRATION: 

I Cor. 2.13: “Not in words taught by human 
wisdom, but in words taught by the Spirit.” 


Il Tim 3.16... much more probably means 
“the whole of scripture is inspired.” 
ON SUBSTITUTION: 

anti seems to have meant originally, facing, 
over against, hence its prevailing sense of, instead 
of, for example Matt. 10.28-Mk.10.45 “a ransom 
instead of many”. 


hyper. With A. T. Robertson and Winer, 
Moule concludes that it is inaccurate to draw 
too hard a line between hyper, in behalf of, 
and anti, instead of. “In most cases one 
who acts in behalf of another takes his place.” 
In I Tim.2.6 the two are combined. Hyper in 
Mk. 14.24 means the same as anti in Mk. 10.45. 


CHRIST AS NOT MERELY A SON. 


Commenting on the phrase translated “by 
his Son” in Hebrews 1.2 Moule finds that there 
is no English equivalent for the grandeur of 
the thought expressed by the Greek. Yet, he 
says, that the R. V. margin - which becomes 
the text of the RSV - a Son” is hardly correct. 
Westcott suggests, “One who is Son,” but finds 
the suggestion less than adequate. 


In the appendix, Rev. Dr. P. Katz suggests 
that the omission of the article with proper 
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prepositions is good Greek, and that the de- 
termination of a noun by a preposition only 
is a survival of a primitive stage before the use 
of the article became general. This means that 
no inference may properly be drawn in this case 
from the lack of the article in favor of an 
indefinite meaning for the noun. The context 
must determine the meaning. In the opinion 
of the reviewer, the context makes the noun 
definite, that is, by the Son. 


Moule further cites with approval a rule 
formulated by Dr. E. C. Colwell, of Chicago 
and of Emory, to the effect that “definite predi- 
cate nouns which precede the verb usually lack 
the article.” Thus, “Matthew 27.54 may, after 
all mean the Son of God, the omission of the 
article not necessitating the translation, a Son 
of God.” In other words, these eminent Greek 
scholars support those believing people of God 
who have objected to the RSV rendering of 
Matt. 27.54, the centurion’s confession, as mere- 
lv, “a son of God.” W.C.LR. 





Livinc Storres or FAvorireE Hymns. Ernest 
K. Emurian. W. A. Wilde Company. $2.00. 


This volume gives fifty true and dramatic 
stories concerning the origin of many famous 
hymns and gospel songs. Many chapters have 
appeared in newspapers throughout the coun- 
try under the caption “Hymn of the Week.” 
These thrilling narratives afford a minister and 
a teacher an abundance of excellent, illustrative 
material since they were written for instruction 
as well as inspiration. The contents include a 
fine balance between the older and the newer 
hymns as well as between the hymns of the 
Church and the more recent gospel songs. The 
book is well-indexed. 





THe Messianic PropHecies oF DANIEL.  Ed- 
ward J. Young. William B. Eerdman’s. $1.50. 


The Book of Daniel is a controversial sub- 
ject in our day. There are some who consider 
it to be nothing more than pious forgery. There 
are other extremists who employ fantastic in- 
terpretations in explaining the message of Daniel. 
Dr. Young does not go to either extreme. His 
work here is remarkably sane, balanced, and 
scholarly. He discusses the authorship of the 
book, the Messianic prophecy, the vision of the 
Great Colossus, the vision of the four beasts, 
the heavenly judgment scene, the explanation 
of the symbolism, the prophecy of the seven 
weeks, and the three divisions of the seventy- 
sevens. 


The conclusion that Dr. Young reaches in 
this fascinating work is that, although the men- 
tion of the personal Messiah in Daniel is quite 
infrequent, at the same time He is the very 
center and pivot upon which the entire book 
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and its message hangs. To Daniel in Babylon 
it was revealed that the kingdom under which 
he lived would perish. Nation would rise after 
nation until the time would come when God, 
Himself, would establish an everlasting king- 
dom. Thus, says Dr. Young, in grand, broad 
outline the promised salvation is pictured. He 
sees in Daniel the regal nature of Christ. He 
also sees in it the saving work of Christ and 
believes that it stands out as the basis upon 
which all the other blessings are to be accom- 
plished. It is because He is cut off and has 
nothing that the wondrous prophecies of the 
earlier chapters can be fulfilled. Thus, continues 
Dr. Young, “In Daniel we are brought face to 
face with Calvary. It is in the light of Daniel 
nine that we must really interpret the other 
passages. Here is the heart and center; for here 
is the atoning death of the Messiah.” 





PROTESTANT — CATHOLIC — Jew. Will Her- 
berg. Doubleday and Company. $4.00. 


This work is an interpretation of the religious 
situation in America pertaining especially to 
Protestant, Catholic and Jew. The sub-title is 
“An Essay in American Religious Sociology.” 
The book does not claim to be a comprehensive 
treatise on the sociology of religion in the United 
States, but rather one aspect of the religious 
situation in this country from a_ sociological 
standpoint, in the hope that it may contribute 
to a better understanding of both religion and 
society in mid-twentieth century America. 


Herberg believes that religion is taken very 
seriously in present day America and that those 
who called themselves advanced thinkers a half 
century ago and predicted its disappearance 
shortly in the face of science and reason would 
be amazed to know that it has not disappeared 
and is probably more pervasive today than it 
has been for generations. 


“The only question is: What kind of religion 
is it? What is its content? What is it that 
Americans believe in when they are religious?” 
These questions raised by the author are both 
necessary and relevant. He quotes one theologian 
as answering such questions in this way: “The 
‘unknown God’ of Americans seems to be faith 
itself.” Speaking for himself he said that what 
Americans believe in when they are religious 
is religion itself. It is faith in faith, this religion 
that makes religion its own object, and this is 
the outstanding characteristic of contemporary 
American religiosity.” To substantiate this, he 
quotes Daniel Poling’s formula: “I began saying 
in the morning two words, ‘I believe’—those 
two words with nothing added” and his com- 
ment is that this sentence may be taken as the 
classic expression of the American faith. It is 
a melancholy thought, though a true one, to 
see that Herberg has put his finger upon the 
vulnerable spot in the religious life of America 
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in our day. Discerning Christians must not De 
misled by this revival of religiosity. The warn- 
ing of Archbishop O’Boyle is worth remembcr- 
ing. He has warned that although “at first 
glance piety seems to be everywhere . . . matty 
persons appear to be turning to religion as 
they would to a benign sedative to soothe their 
minds and settle their nerves.” Herberg senses 
that this movement encourages moral insensi- 
tivity, social irresponsibility, and cultivates an 
almost lascivious preoccupation with self. The 
church becomes merely a kind of emotional 
service station to relieve us of our worries. With 
real understanding the author avers, “On every 
ground this type of religion is poles apart from 
authentic Jewish-Christian spirituality.” We 
further concur with Herberg in his statement 
that contemporary religion is man-centered. “Not 
God, but man—man in his individual and cor- 
porate being—is the beginning and end of the 
spiritual system of much of present-day Ameri- 
can religiosity. In this kind of religion there 
is no sense of transcendence, no sense of the 
nothingness of man and his works before a holy 
God; in this kind of religion the values of life, 
and life itself, are not submitted to Almighty 
God to judge, to shatter, and to reconstruct; 
on the contrary, life, and the values of life, are 
given an ultimate sanction by being identified 
with the divine. In this kind of religion it is 
not man who serves God, but God who is mobi- 
lized and made to serve man and his purposes 

God is conceived as man’s ‘omnipotent 
servant’, faith as a sure-fire device to get what 
we want.” 

A book of this nature dealing in controversial 
subjects will not be acceptable in toto by 
Protestants, Catholics or Jews. The value ol 
it is that it is informative and stimulating. When 
read with a sense of discernment and discrim- 
ination tt can assist in appraising the contem- 
porary religious life of America. J-R.R. 


THE Book oF REVELATION SPEAKS TO US. 
Herbert H. Warnecke. Westminster Press. $3.00. 


To many Christians the book of Revelation 
means little. It appears to be so bewildering 
and puzzling. The question the average reader 
asks is, “How shall all this be interpreted?” 
Dr. Wernecke offers here a careful interpreta- 
tion of this difficult book to understand. He 
shows that it contains some of the most impor- 
tant things a Christian needs to know, such as 
the Sovereignty of God, the Lordship of Christ, 
the centrality of the Church, and the divine 
meaning of history. 


For the most part, this volume is written 
from the conservative point of view. Occasion- 
ally the author shows a lack of discernment. 
For example, on page 32 he quotes apparently 
with approval, James Russell Lowell, “Some 
great cause God's new Messiah, etc.” 
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lhe author recognizes a strong case for the 
Johannine authorship of the Book of Revel: i- 
tion. He concludes this topic by saying “The 
available historical evidence favors John the 
Apostle as the only one of sufficient standing 
and influence to have spoken in the churches 
with the authority that is assumed repeatedly, 
even that of a prophet.” 


Dr. Wernecke shows us that the Revelation 
given to John is a message for our time and 
speaks to us in our day. It summons us to 
heroic living, gives us confidence in emergen- 
cies and points us to Christ, the goal of history. 


—J.RR. 





Worp WITH 
Schroeder. 


AUTHORITY. 
Westminster Press. 


PREACHING THE 
Frederick W 


$2.50. 


What is presented in this volume represents 
the convictions of the author which he has ham- 
mered out in the study, pulpit, and classroom. 
He believes preaching to be the noblest form 
of communication to man. The volume seeks 
to contribute something to the understanding 
and importance of preaching. It says that those 
who are convinced that they have been entrusted 
with the good news of God’s redemptive action 
in Christ can hardly do otherwise than to share 
this news with their fellow men. 


There are five chapters in this book. The 
first is a defense of preaching. We are reminded 
that preaching is supported by noble tradition 
and vindicated by its fruits and rooted in the 
Church’s mission. The second chapter explains 
what it means to preach. Attention is focused 
here upon truth and communication. The 
author tells us that to speak of preaching as a 
communication of truth is to be reminded at 
once that its substance or message has an ob- 
jective quality independent of the preacher's 
opinions, speculations or prejudices. He _ be- 
lieves that in preaching God confronts man 
where His word is present in the spoken words 
of the sermon. 


“The Message of the Church” is the topic of 
Chapter 3. This question is of paramount im- 
portance to every man in the pulpit and Dr. 
Schoeder answers it by saying it is the story of 
God's redemptive action in history. He believes 
it is the responsibility of the minister to preach 
the whole counsel of God without omissions or 
subtractions. At this point he warns, “To ride 
one or two hobby horses to the exclusion of all 
other facets of the Gospel message is unpardon- 
able in the pulpit dedicated as it is or should 
be to the task of interpreting all Scripture in- 
spired of God. Christ’s ambassadors are under 
obligation to preach the whole Gospei.” 

“Using the Biblical Resources” is the subject 
of chapter 4. Here the minister is exhorted to 
take the text seriously. 
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Che final chapter is the subject of the volume, 
“Preaching With Authority.” Apparently the 
author does not hold to the Reformation con- 
cept of authority. He is evidently a Barthian. 
He writes, ‘““To mortal man it is never given to 
proclaim ipissima verba Dei, for God does not 
speak to man in words that are heard by the 
physical organ of hearing. God speaks to man 
in the events of history and in personal en- 
counters.” With this idea it would be very dif- 
ficult for the minister to stand in the pulpit 
and say, “Thus saith the Lord.” Even though 
the Bible itself uses this very term many times. 


There are some very good statements found 
in this volume that should be of value to the 
serious-minded minister of the Gospel. For ex- 
ample, the author writes, “People may flock 
to hear sermons on how to conquer fear, how 
to find peace of mind, but such preaching will 
in the long run only serve to aid and abet 
the modern cult of self-improvement which by 
turning people in upon themselves increases 
their anxiety and multiplies their neuroses. This 
is not the approach of Scripture. It bids men 
think less about themselves, their security and 
their problems and more about the kingdom 
of God and His righteousness. Without hesita- 
tion or reservation he calls upon the individual 
to lose himself in a cause far greater than him- 
self.” 


Despite the fact that this volume is inadequate 
on certain points, it does make a contribution 
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to the understanding of the minister’s useful- 
ness in proclaiming the Christian Event and 
showing him how to make his preaching more 
meaningtul. J.R.R. 





20TH CENTURY ENCYCLOPEDIA OF RELIGIOUS 
KNOWLEDGE - 2 Volumes. Editor-in-chief: Lef- 
ferts A. Loetscher. Baker Book House. $15.00 
per set. 


This cncyclopedia is the result of the co- 
operative effort of over 500 scholars from all 
over the world working for a period of more 
than 5 years. This project has been under the 
direction of Dr. Loetscher, Professor of Ameri- 
can History at Princeton Seminary. Among the 
contributors are such well-known Bible scholars 
as Dr. Bruce M. Metzger, Dr. Albert Hyma, Dr. 
Andrew W. Blackwood, Dr. William Foxwell 
Albright, Dr. Otto Piper, Dr. Cornelius Van Til, 
and Dr. Alexander C. Zabriskie. The articles 
vary in length from biographical sketches to a 
comprehensive 16 page article on Bible versions. 
The articles cover a wide range of subjects. A 
synopsis is given of the present status of religion 
in all the major countries in the world. The 
articles are objective and scholarly. This set 
covers the history and progress of religion dur- 
ing the first half of the present century. It 
brings up to date the recognized NEW SCHAFF- 
HERZOG ENCYCLOPEDIA OF RELIGIOUS 
KNOWLEDGE making it a 15 Volume set in- 
stead of the original 13. This set should be in 
ministers’ libraries as well as in public libraries. 
and especially theological seminary libraries. 
For-a work of this sort, the price is reasonable 
and the type is unusually clear and readable. 





THe Biste Spraks to You. Robert McAfee 
Brown. Westminster Press. $3.00. 

Dr. Brown holds that the Bible isn’t just 
another book with a lot of interesting informa- 
tion about God but is a book in which people 
find God “coming alive,” making His way into 
their hearts and demanding that they do some- 
thing about Him. This book is not designed, 
by any means, to serve as a substitute for Bible 
reading, but to push the reader toward the 
Bible and cause him to want to study it more 
diligently. Conservative Christians will not ac- 
cept all of the author's viewpoints especially in 
regard to the Bible, but any reader will dis- 
cover stimulating thoughts in each chapter. 





FOUNDATIONS AND PERSPECTIVES OF CONFESSION. 
A. L. Warnshuis. $.75. 

This booklet is a translation of two significant 
doctrinal statements recently adopted by the 
GENERAL SYNODS OF THE NETHER- 
LANDS REFORMED CHURCH. The first 
section deals largely with Christology and 


soteriology. The second section discusses the 
doctrine concerning Holy 


Scriptures. Much 





PAGE 20 





thought has gone into this little book and it 
will serve splendidly as a study-book for grou))s 
who are seeking to know more about the Re. 
formed Faith. 


THE DRAMA OF THE BOOK OF REVELATION. 
John W. Bowman. Westminster Press. $2.50. 


All students of the Book of Revelation have 
sought to find the key to unlock its meaning. 
Dr. Bowman says, “My conviction is that the 
key to such understanding is to be discovered in 
the structure of the book. As will appear, it 
is treated here as a drama upon whose literary 
form is superimposed, no doubt by the original 
author himself, another — that of a latter, with 
a view to its securing the attention of the whole 
Church for which its message was intended. 
... It is a drama quite artificially constructed of 
seven acts in each of which occur seven scenes. 
The artificiality of this literary structure gives 
evidence of a nicely conceived plan on_ the 
author’s part to present his living message in a 
telling way. His theme is the ‘Christian Theo- 
ogy of History’, or an account of the working 
out of the gospel on the plan of temporal hu- 
man affairs and its consummation in the salva- 
tion of the Church.” 


The main value of this book is that it pre- 
sents a new translation in the modern idiom. 
The explanatory comments are crisp and con- 
cise. At times they are sketchy and unaccept- 
able in places to conservatives. 





How To TEACH THE REVELATION. Joseph M. 
Gettys. John Knox Press. $.75. 


There are 13 units in this series of studies. 
These will fit naturally into a quarter’s Sunday 
School lessons. The author states that there are 
many things we do not know about the Book of 
Revelation but much is clear and we should con- 
template on what is clear and let God speak 
to the teacher and pupils as they adventure to- 
gether in the study of this book. 





HANpbBooKk of Bis_r History. George Stob. 
Eerdman’s. $1.00. 

This study book deals with Old Testament 
history from the creation to the Kingdom of 
David. It is intended to serve as a study book 
in Bible history for the children as well as for 
the adult members of the congregation. It is 
so written that it might be interesting and 
serviceable to all the members of the family. 





Bis_e Lessons FoR JuNrors. Andrew Van Der 
Veer. Baker Book House, Grand Rapids, 
Michigan. $.75. 

This book is for Juniors, ages 9 through 12. 
It is pedagogically sound. Each answer is an 
independent statement of Bible truth. There 
are suggested thoughts to prompt and guide dis- 
cussion on a more mature level. 
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